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教  案

周    次 第    周，第    次课 授课时间 年  月 日

授课章节 Part Four The Paragraph : Effective Paragraphs 

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 2
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1. To help student grasp the basic structure of a paragraph

2. To help students learn the good quality of a paragraph,
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Key Points:

1. The basic structure of a paragraph

2. Effective paragraph 

Difficult Points:

1. Unity 

2. Coherence 

3. Completeness

思考题

或

作  业

1. Review what has been discussed.
2. Finish the exercises in the textbook.
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教学内容与组织安排

Part Four  The Paragraph : Effective Paragraphs
Teaching Focus: Unity, coherence and completeness of a paragraph
Time Allotment:  Lead-in                              3 minutes

               Unity                              5 minutes

               Practice                              15 minutes

              Coherence                           10 minutes

Practice                              5 minutes

                Transition                            20 minutes

               Practice                              5 minutes

               Completeness                         20 minutes

               Practice                              5 minutes

                Practice                              20 minutes

                Assignment                           2 minutes

Teaching Procedures:

I. Lead-in (3 min)

Question 

What can be called a good paragraph?

A paragraph is like a mini-essay; it should be unified, coherent and well developed.

Good paragraph＝effective paragraph

The detail 

1) A paragraph is unified when all the sentences in the paragraph are focused on one central thought or 

on a single topic; when the writer wishes to introduce a new thought or topic, he should begin a new 

paragraph.

2) A paragraph is coherent when it develops naturally and smoothly, and one sentence leads logically 

to another. 

3) There are many ways to develop a paragraph, for example, by process, by cause and effect, by 

comparison and contrast, 

II. Effective paragraphs (5min)

1. Unity

2. Coherence--- transition

3. Completeness.

If unity is to solve whether it is talk on the point of the problem, then the “rational” solution is 
" how to say ". This is how to expand paragraph. Next we want to talk about the integrity of 
the solution is not finished.

III. Effective paragraph(80 min)

1. Unity (5 min)

Unity of a paragraph is concerned with its content.

Definition：

A paragraph is unified when all the sentences in the paragraph are focused on one central 

thought or on a single topic. The central theme is usually summarized in what is called the 
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topic sentence. It often appears at the beginning of the paragraph; however, it may also be 

found in the middle or at the end of a paragraph. It must have a single focus and it must 

contain no irrelevant facts. 

Exercise: Direction: Find out the topic sentence(15mins)

(1) One of the central preoccupations of the arts and humanities is the observation of human 

beings. Painters and sculptors create images of the human form; writers tell stories or 

compose poems about human experience; musical artists give melodic contours to the 

human spirit; historians and philosophers ponder the essential qualities of human 

civilization and nature. And in our own lives, in our own ways, we spend a great deal of 

our energy and attention on our fellow creatures, being in families and other kinds of 

relationships, observing people with curiosity and interest in the course of the day, 

thinking about and forming our own character - deciding what kind of person we wish to 

be - as we grow.

(2) We now have, as a result of modern means of communication, hundreds of thousands of 

words flung at us daily. We are constantly being talked at, by teachers, preachers, 

salesmen, public officials, and motion-picture sound tracks. The cries of advertisers 

pursue us into our very homes, thanks to the radio - and in some houses the radio is never 

turned off from morning to night. Daily the newsboy brings us, in large cities, from thirty 

to fifty enormous pages of print, and almost three times that amount on Sunday. We go 

out and get more words at bookstores and libraries. Words fill our lives.

(3) The room is located on the fifth floor of the high building. One third of its total floor 

space is taken up by a double bed. Facing it, in the corner behind the door, stands a 

cupboard loaded with pots, bowls, dishes, bottles, and bags of rice and flour. A desk 

completely fills the gap between the bed and the wall with the window. Behind the desk 

is a chair, the only one in the room; and it almost touches the boxes and trunks piled 

against the wall on the opposite side.

Finish Exercise I, VII.

Activity: Directions：Read the following paragraph and identify the irrelevant sentences．

① Different people spend their weekends in different ways．②Some enjoy going to the 

mountains to hike， ski or just relax．③Water skiing is much more difficult than snow 

skiing．④Others prefer going to the beach to enjoy the seashore activities and to get a 

suntan．⑤ Some of these people work very hard during the week；others have rather relaxing 

jobs．⑥ Still others like to relax by staying home and reading a good book．

Irrelevant Sentences：________________

2 Coherence (20min)

Coherence of a paragraph is concerned with its form, or its organization. 

Definition 

A paragraph is coherent when it develops naturally and smoothly, and one sentence leads 

logically to another. 

The sentences in a paragraph should be arranged in a clear, logical order, and the transitions 

should be smooth and natural. As a result, the reader finds it easy to follow the writer’s train of 

thought and understand what he is talking about. 

Advice for Coherence

1）Use the same tense.
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If you are free and has no reason to change state ( tenses ) , regardless of how 
superb your sentence skills are , paragraph coherence can not be achieved . ( Present 
tense ) or past ( past tense ) , you can use one of them during writing . Choosing
depends on the way of materials
2）logic order

1）时间顺序（time order）；

2）空间顺序（space order）

3）重要性顺序（order of importance）

4）熟悉度顺序（order of familiarity）

5） 过程法(progress)

6）比较对比法(comparison and contrast)

7）因果法( cause and effect)

8）分类法(classification)

Activity: Which logic order of the following paragraph?

Question: What kind of methods is used in following paragraphs? How do you know that the 

paragraph is organized in this kind of order?

1) Yesterday was one of those awful days for me when everything I did went wrong. First, I 

didn't hear my alarm clock and arrived late for work. Then, I didn't read my diary properly 

and forgot to get to an important meeting with my boss. During the coffee break, I dropped 

my coffee cup and spoilt my new skirt. At lunch time, I left my purse on a bus and lost all the 

money that was in it. After lunch, my boss was angry because I hadn't gone to the meeting.

Then I didn't notice a sign on a door that said "Wet Paint" and so I spoilt my jacket too. When 

I got home I couldn't get into my flat because I had left my key in my office. So I broke a 

window to get in and cut my hand.

Answer：chronologically

  2. There are many different forms of exercises to suit different tastes. For example, those who 

enjoy competitive sports may take up ball games. For another example, if they prefer to 

exercise alone, they can have a run or take a walk in the morning or in the evening. Besides,

people can go swimming in the summer and go skating in the winter. In short, no matter what 

their interests are, people can always find more than one sports that are suitable to them.

Listing/Enumerating/classifying

The following expressions often used：for one thing , for another, besides, moreover, one another , 

still another, first, second, also, for example (instance), one example is, besides, furthermore, 

moreover, in addition, etc.

  3. In the flat opposite, a woman heard the noise outside. When she looked out through the window, 

she discovered that her neighbor was threatened by someone. She immediately called the police 

station. In answer to the call, a patrol police car arrived at the scene of the crime quickly. Three 

policemen went inside the flat at once, and others guarded outside the building to prevent 

anyone from escaping.

Chronologically 

Expression：first, at the beginning, to start with, after that, later, then, afterwards, in the end, finally.

4．The heart of an electronic computer lies in its vacuum tubes, or transistors. Its electronic circuits 

work a thousand times faster than the nicer cells in the human brain. A problem that might take a 

human being a long time to solve can be solved by a computer in one minute. 
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Comparison and Contrast

Expressions：than, compared with 

5．The role of women in today's society is changing. One reason is that women have begun to assert 

themselves as independent people through the women's movement. Also, women are aware of the 

alternatives to staying at home. Another reason is that increasing numbers of women who enter 

new fields and interests serve as role models for other women. Moreover, men are becoming 

more conscious of the abilities of women and have begun to view their independence positively. 

Causal analysis 

3．Transition (20min)

The principles of transition:

A. Using parallel structures

B. Repeating words or word groups

C. Using pronouns to refer to nouns in preceding sentences

D. Being consistent in the person and number of nouns and pronouns, and the tense of verbs.

E. Using transitional expressions The examples for each one:

A. Using parallel structures

He hated….. ;he liked……but she hated…. ;she liked…..

I have a dream today…..

I have a dream today…..

I have a dream today…..

B. Repeating words or word groups

Saving money—Money---Saving activity---The money---These money

 Volunteering do a lot good to us----Beneficial----Benefit---Be good for---Bring advantages to us

C. Using pronouns to refer to nouns in preceding sentences

（pronouns）

• a question –the question—it

• A girl—the girl—she—who—the person

• Students—they--- children

D. Being consistent in the person and number of nouns and pronouns, and the tense of verbs.

   The girls-they;    her mother and she – the women; booked—have done  

E. Using transitional expressions

a．连接词语（linking expressions）

b．代词（pronouns）

c．重复关键词语（repetition of key words）

linking expressions
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c．重复关键词语（repetition of key words）

• Saving money    Money    Saving activity   The money     These money

Example

3 completeness (20min)

The integrity of the paragraph refers to the paragraph to be fully developed. Once writing the 
topic sentence, you should take forward the details. The more details, the better. For example,if
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you think "Riding motorcycles is dangerous " , you should use the fact that you know to support 
this view correct . You can use the digital ( statistics ) , examples (example ) , and so on

Example

• Ever since the time of the Greeks， drama has played an important role in man‘s lives． The 

Greek tragedies and comedies were a central part of the citizens’ lives in ancient 

Greece． During the Middle Ages， Bible stories were acted out in churches，and wandering 

companies of players performed in the streets．

•  In modern times， drama is brought directly into people's homes through the magic of 

television．

• 主题句： Ever since the time of the Greeks， drama has played an important role in man's 

lives．

• 细节：1． ancient Greece

•       2． the Middle Ages

•       3． modern times

three periods are indispensable ! Provide details of the various historical periods, illustrate 
the importance of theater 
IV. Assignment (2 min)

1. Review what we have discussed today.

2. Finish the homework paper the teacher has copied.

3. Finish the exercise on the book. 


